
MINUTES  
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
OCTOBER 15, 2012 

 
 
12-141 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, October 15, 2012 at the Alpine 
Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice. Supervisor 
Arends called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present 
were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron Cordes, 
Jim May, William Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace. Also present was Alpine Township Planner Sue 
Becker. 
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to approve the Consent and the 
Regular Agenda as presented.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
 
12-142  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 
Mary Rangel, who currently holds the concession stand agreement at the Sports Complex, addressed 
the Board.  She presented that last income check to the Treasurer.  Rangel thanked the Township for 
the support she received while running the concession stand for past three years.  She is looking 
forward to continuing running the concession in 2013 and anticipates purchasing additional equipment.    
 
 
12-143  COMMISSION REPORTS 
Planning Commission: Cordes – The Commission recommended approval of the Tim Hortons 
development project for property located at 4235 Alpine Avenue with several conditions. The cross 
access connection is a requirement of approval.  
Zoning Board of Appeals:  May – No meeting held in October. 
Historical Committee: Schweitzer – On October 21, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. the Historical Society will 
host an open house and feature Gordon Olson from the Polar Bear Unit of WWI as the guest speaker.  
Sewer & Water: Arends – Supervisor Arends reported on the Mill Creek trunk sewer project noting 
that all the work has been completed in Lamoreaux Drive and partially completed on the Maranatha 
church property.  The Mill Creek sewer trunk project is scheduled to be completed by September 2013.  
Parks & Recreation: Wallace – The last meeting was held on October 9, 2012 at Westgate Park to 
evaluate park equipment needs as well as the replacement and potential purchase of new playground 
equipment. The Committee would like to send out a questionnaire or survey to residents in the 
neighborhood to gather opinions and ideas on the future uses for Westgate Park.   
 
Supervisor Arends informed the Board that member Bob Holman has resigned from the Parks & 
Recreation Committee. 
  
 
12-144 DISCUSSION – TIM HORTON’S RESTAURANT 
 
Township Planner Becker was present to review the C-PUD rezoning request and site plan for property 
located at 4235 Alpine Avenue. Velmeier Companies submitted their request to establish a Tim 
Hortons restaurant on the property.  In September, the Planning Commission recommended approval 
of the C-PUD and site plan with the condition that the north/south service drive will be constructed at 
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the same time and as part of the construction of the Tim Hortons restaurant.  Several other conditions 
were attached to the approval.  The Planner reviewed several major remaining items that impact the 
design of the site which must be satisfied before final approval is given in as outlined in her memo to 
the Board dated October 12, 2012.   
 
Velmeir Companies submitted a letter requesting that the Township Board approve a shift in the 
location of the cross access drive connection and that an SAD be established to help with the cost of 
the access drive.  Chad McCormick, Patrick Bell, and Eric Timmer were present on behalf of the Tim 
Hortons project.  The developer also requested that tonight’s Board meeting be considered the first 
reading of the rezoning for the project. 
 
Supervisor Arends stated that the Board will address the Velmeir request one item at a time by first 
discussing the location of the north/south cross access connections with Menards and the Alpine 
Market Place property.  The Board discussed the location of the connection with the Alpine Market 
Place property stating that moving the connection further to the west would be acceptable. 
 
Chad McCormick detailed the financial burden regarding the construction of the cross access 
connection and requested that the Township establish a special assessment district.  The cost estimate 
to construct the connection is approximately $200,000.  Board members discussed several concerns 
about establishing an SAD for one parcel and potential risks to the Township.  It was the consensus of 
the Board, which based on the information received, the process of establishing an SAD for the Tim 
Horton development would not be considered at this time.   
 
Supervisor Arends wanted to know if the Board would consider the information received at this 
meeting for the Tim Hortons project as the First Reading.  Planner Becker recommended and clarified 
that the site plan will need to be complete, reviewed, and approved by Staff and consultants before a 
Final Reading would take place.  The developer will need to address and contain the conditions 
outlined in the Planning Commission’s approval on the final site plan.   
 
Cordes offered a motion, supported by May, that the first reading of the request from Tim 
Hortons was held at this meeting for the CPUD rezoning and site plan, that no action by the 
Board will take place until the plans have been reviewed and approved by Township Staff, and 
the revised plans must include the required cross access connection with the property to the 
north and south of the Tim Horton’s site.  The motion carried 6-1 with Townsend dissenting.   
 
  
12-145 REQUEST FROM PERRIN BREWERY - EXTEND HOURS OF OPERATION 

ON OCTOBER 27, 2012 
 
Board members received copies of a letter dated October 10, 2012 from Jarred Sper requesting a 
temporary modification to the hours of operation for Perrin Brewery Company.  The request is to 
extend the closing time to 2:00 am on Saturday, October 27, 2012 for a Halloween event.  Sper stated 
that the usual closing time is 11:00 pm and that the event will be held inside their building.   
 
A motion was made by May, seconded by Cordes, to extended hours of operation to 2:00 a.m. for 
Perrin Brewery on Saturday, October 27, 2012 for one day only. The motion carried 
unanimously 7-0.  
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12-146 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #12-28 - ANNUAL FIRE 
PROTECTION/HYDRANTS SAD 

 
A motion was offered by May, supported by Schweitzer, to approve Resolution #12-28, the 
annual Fire Protection System/Hydrants special assessment confirming the roll, lien, payment 
and collection.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
12-147  CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #12-29 - ANNUAL STREET LIGHTING 
  PROJECT SAD  
 
A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to approve Resolution #12-29 for the 
annual Alpine Street Lighting Project special assessment district.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
12-148  CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 12-30 - 1998 KENOWA HILLS 
  SEWER BOND INTER-FUND LOAN AND EARLY BOND PAY-OFF 
 
Treasurer Townsend stated that the resolution presented for consideration is the result of the direction 
given by the Board for an early payoff of the 1998 Kenowa Hills sewer bond.  The Township attorney 
and auditors have been consulted about the early payoff and enough money currently exists in the 
sewer fund to payoff the approximate amount of $305,000 due.     
 
A motion was made by Townsend, supported by May, to adopt Resolution No. 12-30 – A 
Resolution to Initiate Action to Redeem the Callable Outstanding Alpine Township, Kent 
County, Michigan Sewer System Bonds “1998 Kenowa Hills Sewer Special Assessment Bonds” 
Prior to Maturity.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
12-149 RECEIPT OF ANNUAL FACTA REPORT FROM TREASURER 
 
Treasurer Townsend reviewed the annual report dated October 11, 2012.  The Township has not had 
any material matters related to identity theft arise.  All employees are aware of the Township policy 
and have signed a document saying so, and saying that they will abide by the policy.  Townsend noted 
that the only relevant service provided agreement is with Point and Pay and they have agreed to notify 
the Treasurer of any “red flags’ identified under the Township Policy.   
 
 
12-150 DISCUSSION – LAMOREAUX DRIVE PATHWAY 
 
Supervisor Arends provided background information about the Lamoreaux Drive pathway noting that 
the asphalt was originally installed in 1977 with shovels and manpower.  Since that the time the 
pathway has been patched and repaired and currently shows signed of significant deterioration.    
 
Planner Becker provided a memo for Board members dated October 12, 2012 on the topic of 
upgrading the Lamoreaux Drive pathway.  The Township has received conceptual approval from the 
K.C. Road Commission to convert the existing 4-foot wide bituminous pathway on the south side of 
Lamoreaux to a 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk.  She explained that the current location of the pathway 
is in a non-standard location according to the Road Commission.  The Township Board will need to 
consider snow removal options for residents along the pathway. An amendment to the current 
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ordinance to not require property owners adjacent to this particular sidewalk to plow for snow and ice 
will need to be drafted.  Becker would like the Board to consider two items, one of which is whether 
the sidewalks should be installed in segments over several years or to install sidewalks the entire length 
of Lamoreaux all at one time (approximately 1 mile).  Secondly, consideration should given to 
amending the current sidewalks ordinance.  Holding an informational meeting with property owners 
and residents to obtain input on the topic of sidewalks was suggested. 
 
Board members discussed the information provided and the costs difference of asphalt versus concrete 
for the pathway upgrade.  It was the general consensus that concrete sidewalks should be constructed 
the entire length of Lamoreaux all at one time and to make the investment in the Spring of 2013.     
 
Further discussion took place on the topic of an amendment to the sidewalk ordinance due to the close 
proximity of the pathway to Lamoreaux Drive.  If was the consensus of the Board to obtain further 
information on about an amendment to the sidewalk ordinance that would release the property owners 
from removing snow on the sidewalks on the south side of Lamoreaux Drive.  
 
Planner Becker will arrange a date for a future meeting with property owners and residents in the 
vicinity of the current Lamoreaux Drive pathway.     
 
 
12-151 DISCUSSION AND REVIEW OF BIDS - PROPERTY AND BUILDING 

MAINTENANCE 
 
The Board discussed and reviewed the three bids obtained to re-roof the Township Office building.   
 
A motion was offered by Wallace, with support from Townsend, to approve the bid from Great 
Lakes Systems for the amount of $49,200 which is $48,800 for the complete re-roof plus $400.00 
for a 15-year warranty for the Township Office building.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Supervisor Arends noted that bids have been received for seal coating or paving of several parking lots 
at various Township properties.  It was suggested that due to the time of year that these projects should 
be held off until Spring.  The Community room parking lot was discussed noting that this parking lot 
will need to be re-paved.  Information and pricing to repair the tennis courts at Westgate Park should 
be solicited for repair in the Spring.  Board members noted that waiting until Spring to complete the 
parking lot repairs is the best plan at this time.   
 
   
12-152 SNOW PLOWING FOR THE 2012-2013 SEASON 
 
Supervisor Arends stated that the he has one snow plowing bid and suggested that the snow plowing 
contractor be decided at the next meeting.   Last years snow plow contractor Gary Potter was in the 
audience and he was requested to provide his bid at this time.   
 
A motion was offered by Wallace, with support from May, to approve and renew the agreement 
with Gary Potter for snow plowing of the Township properties for the 2012-2012 season as long 
as the total amount is less than last year.   
 
The Board discussed the motion with Cordes noting that at least three bids need to be obtained for 
snow plowing.  
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Wallace withdrew his motion. 
 
A motion was offered by Cordes, with support from May, that the Township obtains at least 
three bids for the snow plowing of Township properties for the 2012 -2013 season.  The motion 
carried 7-0. 
 
Supervisor Arends stated that he would contact Board members to set up a time to hold a special 
meeting after he obtained three bids for snow plowing.   
 
 
 12-153 FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
The Fire Chief is currently conducting the required hose testing.   Fire Department personnel will be 
tackling this job instead of hiring a contractor. 
 
The Department has received grant funds from Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart to offset the purchase of a 
new computer. 
 
The Fire Department has applied for a grant from the ANR Pipeline. The pipeline is in the vicinity of 
Fire Station #2 located at 3859 7-Mile Road NW.  If the grant is awarded to Alpine, the funds will be 
used to upgrade the bathrooms and purchase a water softener.  
 
In response to a question, it was noted that no word has been received on the FEMA grant request to 
fund new firefighters.   
 
 
12-154  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jerry Shuker, 6783 Fruit Ridge Avenue NW, provided positive comments on past snow plowing 
services provided by Gary Potter. 
 
 
12-155  SUPERVISOR’S REPORT, BOARD COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Supervisor stated that the Harvester newsletter will be in the mail early next week. 
 
Treasurer Townsend told the Board that the house at 354 Stowell had paid sewer bills ever since the 
water was shut off in April 2009, and that he suggested granting the owner one free quarter of service.  
No Board members disagreed.     
 
A motion was made by May, supported by Townsend, to adjourn this meeting.  The motion 
carried and the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
________________________________   ________________________________      
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk       Alex Arends, Supervisor   
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